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enjoined in the Directory, and in another an independent might
be using no set forms of prayer or of service. Both independent
and presbyterian, however, combined to prohibit the old liturgy
of the church of England and to prosecute those who attempted
to use it. Thus the Anglicans were denied the right to organize
a church on a voluntary basis—a privilege enjoyed by other
protestants outside the church of England. Consequently a
permanent obstacle was erected against any reconciliation
between the victors and the vanquished of the civil wars. This
was not a grievance that affected only the hierarchy or even
the clergy, but one that touched the life of the laity in a number
of different ways. The Anglican layman, during the common-
wealth and protectorate, never ceased to regret the issue of the
war, for he had a permanent grievance set before his eyes, at
least once a week, in the prohibition to worship as he and his
fathers had worshipped.
It is difficult to obtain any reliable information as to the
extent of the success attending the effort to suppress the old
liturgy. Apparently, except in a few favoured districts where
the use of the Prayer Book was connived at by the authorities,
a churchman had either to rest content with a new liturgy hate-
ful to him, both as objectionable in itself and as a symbol of
defeat, or with no liturgy of any kind. Some, certainly, braved
the penalties of the law in their own homes. Lady Falkland's
biographer records that, when she was warned of the probable
consequences of saying the prayers of the church daily in her
house, she produced Foxe's Book of Martyrs; and the story of
Lady Knevit's persistence in using the Prayer Book of Edward
VI during the Marian persecution was read aloud and com-
mended as an example to be followed.1
Certain of the clergy, too, defied the law, sometimes with the
connivance of the authorities, sometimes without. In the heart
of London was at least one church where John Evelyn, the
diarist, could go and find a liturgy still in use.2 At other times
he attended his parish or another church, where he often found
either a presbyterian or an independent officiating. On one
occasion he was surprised to see a mechanic step up into the
pulpit, the purport of his sermon being that the saints were now
1	John Duncon, The Holy Life ofLetice, Vi-Cotmtess Falkland (1653), pp. 43-4.
2	Diary, 1655:15 April, 16 September. The clergyman at the church in question,
St. Gregory's, was John Hewitt, executed for conspiracy in 1658.

